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Idaho Department of Fish and Game
Idaho Wildlife Policy

“All wildlife, including all wild animals, wild birds, and fish, within 
the state of Idaho, is hereby declared to be the property of the state 
of Idaho. It shall be preserved, protected, perpetuated, and managed. 
It shall be only captured or taken at such times or places, under such 
conditions, or by such means, or in such manner, as will preserve, 
protect, and perpetuate such wildlife, and provide for the citizens of 
this state and, as by law permitted to others, continued supplies of such 
wildlife for hunting, fishing and trapping.” — Idaho Code Section 36-103

Idaho Fish and Game Commission
Wayne Wright, Chairman - Magic Valley

Tony McDermott - Panhandle
Fred Trevey - Clearwater

Bob Barowsky - Southwest
Randall Budge - Southeast

Cameron Wheeler - Upper Snake
Gary Power - Salmon

Idaho Department of Fish and Game
600 S. Walnut Ave., P.O. Box 25 

Boise, ID 83707 
208-334-3700 - fishandgame.idaho.gov

Virgil Moore, Director
Deputy Directors

Sharon Kiefer • Jim Unsworth 

Regional Offices
Panhandle Region ................................................... 208-769-1414
2885 W. Kathleen Ave., Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

Clearwater Region .................................................. 208-799-5010
3316 - 16th Street, Lewiston, ID 83501

Southwest Region .................................................... 208-465-8465
3101 S. Powerline Rd., Nampa, ID 83686

McCall Subregion ................................................... 208-634-8137
555 Deinhard Ln., McCall, ID 83638

Magic Valley Region ............................................... 208-324-4359
324 S. 417 E.; Suite #1, Jerome, ID 83338

Southeast Region ..................................................... 208-232-4703
1345 Barton Rd., Pocatello, ID 83204

Upper Snake Region............................................... 208-525-7290
4279 Commerce Circle, Idaho Falls, ID 83401

Salmon Region ......................................................... 208-756-2271
99 Hwy. 93 N., P.O. Box 1336, Salmon, ID 83467

Idaho Department of Fish and Game offices are open 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday except state holidays. Offices in the 
Panhandle and Clearwater regions are in the Pacific Time zone; all 
others are in the Mountain Time zone. 

Idaho Relay Service (TDD)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-800-377-3529

Internet:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . http://fishandgame.idaho.gov
To Receive Nonresident License Applications, 
Call Toll Free:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-635-7820

If you buy a nonresident license this year, you will automatically 
receive an application form for the following year. Applications will 
be mailed in November.

Other Information Numbers
•	 Citizens Against Poaching; to report wildlife crimes: 

1-800-632-5999

• Rules booklets, nonresident license applications: 
1-800-635-7820 or 208-334-3700

• U. S. Forest Service – Boise National Forest: 
208-373-4007 or 1-888-246-7523

• Bureau of Land Management – Idaho Office: 
208-373-4007 or  1-888-246-7523.

To Buy a License, Tag or Permit:
• In person, go to any Idaho Fish and Game office or license 

vendor throughout the state.

• By credit card, within the United States call 1-800-554-8685. 
Outside the U.S., use the Internet or mail.

• On the Internet, go online to http://fishandgame.idaho.gov. A 
service fee is added for this transaction.

• Commercial licenses, duplicate tags, documents that require 
proof of disability, lifetime licenses, and bear baiting permits 
may be purchased only at Fish and Game offices.

To report wildlife crimes, call 1-800-632-5999. Emergency 
information can be relayed to Fish and Game personnel through 
any Idaho law enforcement agency.
This book includes important information about Idaho’s hunting 
laws. You can be fined or jailed if you violate these laws. Please 
have someone who reads English explain the information in this 
book for you.

Información Importante
En este libro se incluye la  información acerca de las leyes de 
Idaho para cazar. Podra ser sancionado o encarcelado si esta ley 
es violada. Por favor pide a una persona que lea Inglés para que le 
explique la información in de este libro. 

You may refer to this link for laws pertaining to this rule book:
Administrative Procedures Act:

http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idapa13/13index.htm

More than 30 states have entered into a “Wildlife Violator Compact.” This means if your hunting, 
fishing or trapping license is revoked by any of the member states, all the remaining states will revoke 
the same license or privilege for the same time period. In addition, any nonresident who does not 
satisfy the requirements of an Idaho citation will have his/her hunting and fishing license revoked 
in their home state until those requirements are satisfied. For more information on the WVC and a 
complete list of member states, go to http://fishandgame.idaho.gov.

Idaho Fish and Game adheres to all applicable state and federal laws and regulations related to 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, gender, or handicap. If you feel you 
have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility of IDFG, or if you desire further 
information, please write to: Idaho Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 25, Boise, ID 83707; 
or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Federal Assistance, Mailstop: MBSP-4020, 4401 
N. Fairfax Drive, Arlington, VA 22203. Telephone: (703) 358-2156. This publication will be made 
available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact the Department of Fish and Game for 
assistance.

Information in this brochure summarizes the rules and is the official proclamation of the Idaho Fish 
and Game Commission for the taking of deer, elk and pronghorn. The official rules are available from 
the Office of Administrative Rules, Department of Administration, Statehouse Mail, Boise, ID 83720, 
and may be reviewed in some libraries. Maps are for general reference only.

Costs associated with this publication are available from Idaho Fish and Game in accordance with 
Section 60-202, Idaho Code. 4-2011/350,000/41918.
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Getting Started
 

To use this brochure:
• Pick the species you want to hunt, then refer to the 

section on that animal. 

• Refer to the map on pages 80 and 81 to find an 
area to hunt.

• Find the unit numbers on the map and look up the 
seasons and restriction for those units.

• For help in this process, try the online Hunt 
Planner at the Fish and Game website 
 http://fishandgame.idaho.gov.

Big game hunting in Idaho is regulated by numbered 
game management units . 
General seasons for black bear, mountain lion, mule 
deer and white-tailed deer are arranged by these units. 
Some seasons labeled regular deer include mule deer 
and white-tailed deer, other seasons are labeled white-
tailed deer only.

General seasons for elk are arranged by larger areas 
called elk management zones which are made up of 
one or more game management units.

Controlled hunts are listed by hunt numbers for 
controlled hunt areas which consist of parts of 1 or 
more game management units.

Controlled hunt areas for deer are not the same as 
controlled hunt areas for elk or pronghorn or black 
bear.

For an explanation of controlled hunts and how to 
apply see pages 73-76.

When picking a controlled hunt, make sure to use the 
hunt number from the current year’s rule book.

For a map of Fish and Game regions and game 
management units see pages 80 and 81 . For a map of 
elk zones see page 28.

Detailed big game hunting rules and restrictions begin 
on page 64. License requirements and fees begin on 
page 92. 

Note on licenses and tags:
A hunting license is required to hunt. In addition a tag 
is required for all big game species.

Helicopter Surveys: Hunters may 
encounter biologists conducting helicopter 
surveys during late season hunts December 
– March. They will try to avoid flying where 
hunters are observed.

What’s New 2011
IDFG Responds to Changing Populations

Every year, Department biologists review the current status of 
big game populations and the previous year’s harvest.  This 
information combined with input from sportsmen is used to 
develop the current year hunting seasons.  Big game populations 
are constantly changing, and the Department responds 
appropriately.  For example, elk populations in the Lolo, Selway, 
Middle Fork, Sawtooth, and Smoky Mountain zones have declined 
since the mid-1990s.  These same zones have moderate to high 
wolf densities and research has shown that wolves are a major 
source of mortality on elk.  In response to elk population changes 
in these 5 zones, the Department has reduced hunting opportunity 
by over 50% since populations started to decline.

Sawtooth Elk Zone Tag Quotas
The final phase-in of the Sawtooth Elk Zone tag quotas reductions 
that began in 2009 will occur in 2011. This year Sawtooth Elk 
Zone A tags will be capped at 566 tags, 396 fewer tags than were 
available in 2010. Sawtooth Zone B tags will be capped at 1,526 
tags, 428 fewer tags than were available last year. 

Capped Elk Zone Tag Sale Dates
Nonresident tags: December 1, 2010

Resident tags:  July 10, 2011

All sales begin at midnight with the exception of the Nonresident 
Selway B elk tag which goes on sale at 10:00 am Mountain time.

Mandatory Hunter Reporting
For 2011 Mandatory hunter reporting for deer, elk, and pronghorn 
is entirely paperless.  All successful hunters are required to report 
by internet or phone within 10 days of harvest. Hunters who do 
not harvest, or did not hunt on their tag, are required to report 
within 10 days of the close of the hunting season.

To submit a report online go to Idaho Fish and Game’s website at:  
http://www.fishandgame.idaho.gov.

To submit by phone to a live operator, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week call toll free 1-877-268-9365.

Nonresident Elk or Deer Tag for Black Bear or Mountain 
Lion
Nonresident elk or nonresident deer tags, excluding nonresident 
junior elk or deer tags, are valid to take a black bear or mountain 
lion, if the season is open for that species when and where the 
nonresident elk or deer tag is valid. See page 77.
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The Idaho Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Preserve  
our hunting, fishing  
and wildlife heritage. 

Become a member 
today! Visit www.ifwf.org or call 

208 • 287 • 2805

Please enroll me as a member of the  
Idaho Fish and Wildlife Foundation:

q $1000   Incredible Idaho (Lifetime Membership)

q   $500   Mountain Bluebird

q   $250   Cutthroat Trout

q   $100   Monarch Butterfly

q     $40   Flowering Syringa

q $_____   Other

 q Corporate/Business Membership

 q Gift Membership (Complete Recipient 
         information below)

 q Memorial 
     (In Memory of ____________________________  )

 

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City ____________________  State _____ Zip ______  

Payment amount: ______________________________ 

q	Check payable to the Idaho Fish and Wildlife Foundation

For VISA or MasterCard donations, please visit our 
website at www.ifwf.org

Gift for: ________________________________ Address: ________________________________________________

Please mail completed forms to Idaho Fish and Wildlife Foundation, P.O. Box 2254, Boise, ID 83701-2254.
You can also join online at www.ifwf.org

Photo courtesy of Terry Thomas
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Idaho Department of Fish and Game
2011 Big Game Seasons and Rules

August 2011 through July 2012

Key Dates in 2011:

• 2011 hunting licenses are on sale from December 1, 2010 - December 31, 2011.
• Controlled hunt application period for deer, elk, pronghorn, and fall black bear:  

May 1 – June 5, 2011.
• Early deadline for depredation hunt application: June 30, 2011. See page 76.
• Controlled hunt application period for spring 2012 black bear: January 15 – February 15, 2012

Apply early for controlled hunts. See page 74 for application form.
Buy a Chance at a Super Hunt Tag, help pay for Access Yes!
Check out Hunt Planner Maps at our website. http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/ifwis/huntplanner.

It is the responsibility of the hunter to become familiar with the rules that affect the hunt in which he or she is 
participating . This brochure provides seasons for general and controlled hunts, and it provides a summary of rules that 
govern big game hunting in Idaho . For details about the rules, please refer to these links:  
Idaho Administrative Procedures Act, http://adm.idaho.gov/adminrules/rules/idapa13/13index.htm. 
Idaho Code http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title36/T36.htm.

Mandatory Report Requirements: All deer, elk and pronghorn hunters are required to complete a Mandatory Hunter Report 
for each tag they purchase. Hunters are required to submit a report by phone or internet within 10 days after harvest. Hunters who 
do not harvest, or did not hunt, are required to report within 10 days after the close of the hunting season.

The	best	way	to	submit	hunt	information	and	the	only	way	to	get	confirmation	that	the	report	was	received	is	to	report	

 Check out Hunt Planner Maps 
at our website! 

http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/ifwis/huntplanner

online .  Go to: http://www.fishandgame.idaho.gov.

To submit by phone to a live operator, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week call toll free 1-877-268-9365 .
Note: This brochure covers only rules for hunting deer, elk, 
pronghorn, black bears and mountain lions. Information 
about hunting upland birds, turkey, small game, waterfowl 
and moose, bighorn sheep or mountain goats can be found 
separately in the Upland Game, the Waterfowl or the Moose, 
Bighorn Sheep and Mountain Goat rules brochures.

Use your smartphone QR code reader to learn more.


